IMO Prize to Prof. Zaviša Janjić

A reception in the honour of Prof. Zaviša Janjić, this year’s winner of the prestigious Inernational Meteorological Otganization (IMO) Prize, was held in Belgrade, at Klub Poslanika, on 27 May 2013. The gathering was organized and hosted by the Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia (RHMSS). Prof. Janjić was jointly nominated for IMO prize by the Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia, on behalf of the Republic of Serbia, and by the USA, where the scientist has lived and worked since 1994.

On behalf of the host, Prof. Janjić was first congratulated by RHMSS Director and Deputy Director, Mr. Vladan Kocić and Prof. Jugoslav Nikolić respectively, both of whom then addressed the attendees, followed by State Secretary at the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development, Prof. Radivoje Mitrović, President of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Academican Nikola Hajdin, representative of the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade, Ms. Victoria Nibarger, and President of the Serbian Meteorological Society, Ms. Gordana Jovanović. Having been unable to attend the ceremony, Director of the U.S. National Weather Service, Dr. Louis Uccellini, sent a video recording of his IMO comments which was played to the gathering, followed by the recording of the formal IMO Prize presentation ceremony which had been held in Geneva, on 22 May 2013. On that occasion President of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Dr. David Grimes, and WMO Secretary-General, Mr. Michel Jarraud, had presented Prof. Janjić with this prestigious award for his outstanding contribution to the development of theory and practice in the field of atmospheric modeling and numerical weather prediction, and for his life-long contribution to meteorology. The argumentation for the award said:

"In recognition of his outstanding life-long contributions to the advancement of theory and practice of atmospheric modeling and numerical weather prediction, and, in particular, for the development of generations of atmospheric models based on his innovative numerical and parameterization schemes that have been used for research and weather forecasting all over the world inspiring the work of many scientists and producing forecasts reaching millions of users."
This event has received huge publicity both from domestic and foreign media. Some of the related texts you may find on the following links:

http://www.b92.net/mobilni/zivot/716478
http://www.b92.net/zivot/nauka_vesti.php?yyyy=2013&mm=05&dd=23&nav_id=716478
http://www.naslovi.net/2013-05-23/kurir/profesor-zavisa-janjic-dobio-meteoroloskog-nobela/5764846
http://www.24sata.rs/vesti/aktuelno/vest/nas-profesor-medu-najvecim-meteorolozima-svih-vremena/90626.phtml
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/drustvo/profesoru-iz-srbije-svetska-nagrada-iz-meteorologije_394626.html
https://www.wmo.int/pages/mediacentre/news/IMOPrizeCelebratesOutstandingContribution
http://geneva.usmission.gov/2013/05/23/ambassador-king-handed-imo-prize-to/Dr.ZavisaJanjic  

Bearing in mind who the previous laureates of the IMO Prize were, it can certainly be said that this award has placed Prof. Janjić among the greatest meteorologists of all times, and considering the theoretical and practical value of his scientific accomplishments for entire humanity, that Prof. Janjić is a world-class scientist.

Prof. Janjić’s work has been the topic of research and inspiration to numerous scientists across the world for decades. Besides producing very precise short-term weather forecasts, Prof. Janjić’s models are also sucessfuly used for climate forecasts and research.

According to Prof. Janjic’s wishes, the financial award which, along with a parchment scroll and a gold medal, constitutes the IMO Prize, will be used by the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts to award every year the best master thesis from the field of numerical modeling of the atmosphere.

Thanks to the successful long-term cooperation with Prof. Janjić, as well as to the understanding of Director of the US National Weather Service, Dr. Louis Ucellini, Prof. Janjić’s numerical weather prediction model has been put into operative practice at RHMSS, enabling our experts not only to follow the development of numerical models, but also to participate in their development and verification, which has created a basis for further research and development activities within RHMSS.

Photos taken at the receptions in Geneva and Belgrade can be accessed via the following link:

http://www.hidmet.gov.rs/ciril/servisi/viewgallery.php 
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Chairmen during the IMO Prize awarding ceremony in Geneva, on 22 May 2013
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WMO President David Grimes presents a gold medal to Prof. Zaviša Janjić in Geneva, on 22 May 2013
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WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud presents a parchmet scroll to Prof. Zaviša Janjić in Geneva, on 22 May 2013
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WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud presents a cheque to Prof. Zaviša Janjić as financial part of the IMO Prize, in Geneva on 22 May 2013
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Prof. Janjić’s family and some of the attendees at the IMO Prize cermony in Geneva on 22 May 2013
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Address of RHMSS Director Vladan Kocić during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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Address of State Secretary at the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development Radivoje Mitrović during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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Address of RHMSS Deputy Director Jugoslav Nikolić during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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Address of representative of the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade Victoria Nibarger during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013

Sl. 10 -
Prof. Zaviša Janjić hands over the cheque with the donated prize money to President of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts Nikola Hajdin during the IMO Prize ceremony in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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Address of President of Serbian Meteorological Society Gordana Jovanović during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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Prof. Zaviša Janjić with State Secretary at the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development Radivoje Mitrović, RHMSS Director Vladan Kocić and RHMSS Deputy Director Jugoslav Nikolić, during the IMO Prize ceremony in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
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The audience during the IMO Prize ceremony organized by RHMSS in Belgrade, on 27 May 2013
